:  has  been  so  fully  dealt  ^  ST»  is 

Journal  that  this  Tsotc  _  ■  ,^ne(j inMr.'R.'W.  levers’ 

10  8“l?tol^C>^ovS?round  not  touched  therein.  The 
jurnal  for  1380,  covering  p  Cultivation.  Ceremonies, 

written  for  this  Society  o  ^  R  A.  S.,  C.  B.,  Vdl.  VI., 

Tainii  will  be  found  ui  J  1  (BeU),  and  No.  29  1881 
levers)  ;  VoL  (’uk»  Tenrnal  of  the  E.  A.  S.  oi  Great 
vn°.  new  Kp.  866  (Be  Merrier),  and  the  ^enta|st, 

;h  t'.^X  E  '  ’if^V 


Vol.  3,  pp.  99*103  (Bell). 
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PAEfDY  CULTIVATION  CEREMONIES 
IN  THE  FOUR'  KORALES. 

kegalla  district.* 

By  EEC.  P.  BelE;  Esq.,  Honorary  Secretary.  . 

Threshing  and  Measuring  Padda. 

51  HEN  the  paddy  crop  is  ripe  and  18  ready  foi  the 
|  \ricMe,  a  lucky  hour  is  named,  and  th§  culti-  , 
yator  (ycryim ;  andakarayd),  after  bathing  and 
putting  on  K  clean  cloth  and  eating  Icinhat, 
enters  the  field,  and  at  the  set  time  cuts  three  -• 

leaves  and  are  carried  on  hie  Head  to  the  thresh, ng-«oor 

'“Itethere  dn'gin  the  centre  of  the  tom*,  •»«}  , 

orfonr  inches  in  depth,  and  the  three  ear.  and ,  we  b« 
in  it.  Over  the  hale  is  placed  a  round  stone  (calledmnlte)  or  . 
a  “king  coepanut’'  (rantemUliya),  and  the  karrnla  clear 

of  grass  ’with  a  mamoty.  .  . ,,  r  , , 

The  crop  i.  thei  reaped  and  stacked  on  the  dan;  of  the  field 

(b,atrani«-golatarayam).  K  the  corn  cannot  he  threshed 
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the  same  ay  for  want  of  a  lucky  hour,  a  small  dam  (U,,  „  M 

,  l  ’G  n'1  'vb,ch  is  not  damp  is  selected,  the  cocks 

:  U)  a  removed  tllere>  and  heaped  into  ricks  or  Sj'P 

(ivata-nlu).  Et«Sk|j 

thmeky  hour  for  threshing  (which  always  occurm  11 
h.G  C'Clm-Uhc  Paddy  btakan  from  the  wata-malu  and 
into  small  buiies,  and  carried  on  the  head  to  the 
-  Sometimes- the  jddyis  put  on  the  lcamata  in  semi-circXl 
rape,  or, as  theatives  say,  “like  a  rainbow  or  half-moon"  I 
(Jn^ka^a-ekaikaranawd)  ;  and  sometimes  heaped  in  fl*  J 
centre  (kolefa-ekatt^  V-t  after  a  dinm-i™  n  . 

■drawn  with  ashes  onie  thresMng-fl'oor:3--V''  .  - .. 

/7J,he  Pafy  iS  tdien  ossed  and  mixed  together  with  hands  : 
Wa-«ta  jut  if  it  iB  a  large  8tack  two  «teams4| 

luffaloes  (d,ekerella&rQ  yoked  together  to  thresh  the  paddy  4 
;  T  tea:  8uffices-  The  PoJ'B  who  are  employed  to  I 

i£VG  he  buffalss  over  tho  paddy  (kola-madawcmaw&fr 
ir™“  'ma^awa*“>a)  are  first  fed.  Should  the  animals  void  i 

little  l,UDg  Whl]£  bdng  driven  the  boys  are  to  take  a  ' 

hands  to  n'  aiK  lcdd  d  011  botl1  the  upturned  palms  of  the  $ 

. ,  ,  he  Sterfa  of  the  buffaloes  (to  prevent  the  dung  falling^ 

other  ^ tbe  paddy)> and  to  throw  it  over  thefj 
,i-  1  wdriya-kanda.  They  are  very  particular  in  1 

this  respect  untmHe  whole  threshing  is  Qver  fj 

naddv  l  tbl.Ge  J>'  “i<5r  drst  driving  the  buffaloes  over  the  5 
tosseJ’  t0  the  edSe  of  the  threshing-floor  is  1 

rwart  7  or  flai1’ on  t0  the  heap  in  the  centre,^ 

(wata  kat  wa),  and  thebuffaloes  again  driven  over  it.  M 

the  i  'ng  f°r  sometinie  several  men  (according  to  j 

their  fi^  Cr  °  m,6n  empIoyet)>  Picking  up  a  little  straw  on  J 
reneatin  uf”!  ^  AeinS  them  cn  their  shoulders,  walk  round  M 
deti  7  8  6  k“lawiti-khna  or  threshing-floor  refrain  (“Deti^ 

dfH  hUmana  &c0.  YhilstUe  buffaloes  are  moving.  ^ 

having  only  Oreo  ^'onceni.Wn^?  f,rom'fl,:lt  given  by  Mr.  levers  chiefly  »  & 

Universally  the  number  drair^rt  ?  of  seven.  Three  seem  so  >91 

*"*  mWrf  *  •***  N.  *«>.»“  I°'“  mi  f 
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1.  DivUtadui-u'kolaft)  Co^anMaJ"al(SyakadakeU^)  ui  araku’aia 

2.  KaJUx  ^ 

3.  fiofwtnba  iMa  V  cA  the  centre'. 

Mult a  J 

5 .  ArCLi  a^Lu\&  -gcLlh£*vo- 
3 .  LaPut  or  iZotjiijCL- 

7-  Goyv-lcllcv 

6.  Maruilixv 
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JO.  Bo  Lev  alia 
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n  thiB  is  over  the  paddy  on  theborders  ot 
R  tossed  again  on  to  the  centre  heap  w 
iff  aloes  a  second  time  driven  over  it 
natva),  so  that  the  corn  may  be  threshei 
nl  is  sufficiently  threshed,  straw  is  toss. 
i  wan  -ha  lahdnawd)  on  to  the  hank  round 

'  lodriya-kandaj . 

3  unthreshed  corn  w 

finally  t - 

,n  on  to  the  wariya- 

iiree  meduwan  or  preliminary  tossings 
»  tVip.  novikama  or  threshing ;  if  an  c 


liich.  still  remains  in  the  centre  is 
threshed  (goyikama-ldnava),  and  the  straw 
■kanda.  If  it  is  a  large  stack  there 
,  of  the  straw 
ordinary  stack  two 

tduwan;  if  a  very  small  stack  one  madun  only.  _ 

After  the  goyikama  the  buffaloes  are  untied  and  driven 
vv-ay,  and  the  paddy  fanned  with  a  katupilla  branch  to 

emove  the  chaff  and  other  rubbish.  , 

Next  with  the  porb-Ulla  the  paddy  is  heaped  up.  in  the 
entre  of  the  threshing-floor  (rdhi-karanawd),  and  a  twisted 
ope  made  of  straw  is  put  round  the  heap  of  paddy  (rahrya 
\  small  quantity  of  ashes,  small  chips  from  the  bol-a^ 
iromthe  deti-goyiya,  and  from  the  goyi-lella  or  poruiva,  angh 
small  quantity  of  hair  from  the  tails  of  the  buffaloes 
rmvo),  are  taken  and  wrapped  in  a  little  straw  called  anch^ 
and  kept  on  the  top  of  the  heap  of  paddy  (dndiya-tiyanauK 
and  the  heap  of  paddy  covered  with  straw.  The  same  day  (i 
there  is  no  rikta  or  unlucky  hour),  or  the  next  day,  the 
j'dhiya  is  uncovered  and  the  paddy  grains  spiead  on  1 1 
~ttimnta  to  dry,  and  again  heaped  up. 

At  the  lucky  hour  the  cultivator  takes  the  winnow  (yatura) 
Into  his  hand,  bows  down  six  times  before  the  heap  of  paddy, 
kneeling  on  two  sides  of  it,  and  at  each  bowing  tkiee  tim  .• 
••(na  wamudun-wand indiva).  After  taking  paddy  from 
raid y a  into  the  winnow  he  then  spreads  it  on  the  lama 
(beta-garanawa)  in  a  line,  called  beta-kanda,  in  the  shape 
of  a  rainW  half-moon  ”  (beta-ka iida-bandinawa),  and 


*  Plate  II. 


ltivation  ceremonies. 

ed-paddy”  is  measured  at  firm, 
as  sown,  twelve  hi  has  of  paddy 
apart  as  “seed  paddy.”  Next 
measured  :  the  remaining  paddy 
e  landowner  and  the  cultivator, 
e  another  three  la  has  of  paddy 
Ided  to  the  twelve  lahas  of  “  seei^ 
;n  lahas.  The  laha  measure  of 
mmencement  is  given  over  to  the 
ra-sord)  the  paddy  field, 
ed  in  anda-i.e.,  for  half-share 
he  work,  including  transplanting. 

,  the  landowner,  the  landowner 
-  including  half  of  the  transplant- 
one  transplants  the  paddy  of  the 
.rot  from  the  landowner  half 
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two  other  persons,  one  on  each  side,  pass  backwards  and  for- 
wards  down  the  line  of  paddy  thus  spread  andwinnow  off  chaff 
and  dirt.  Each  time  fresh  padd  y  is  brought  and  spread  by  the 
tjoyiya  on  the  line  the  fanning  is  repeated  by  the  two  men. 

When  the  rahiya  is  exhausted,  with  the  poruiva  the  paddy 
on  the  edges  of  the  beta-kanda  is  heaped  up  to  the  top  of  it 
(beta-mudun-karanatvd),  and  other  good  paddy  scattered^ 
about  near  gathered  with  the  pbruwa  and  put  on  it  (beta.  \ 
kanda  bolatiyanawd ),  the  rubbish  and  chaff  being  gathered 
and  heaped  separately  ( ahalcata  boVtiyanawa)  on  the  kamata.  •: 

After  that,  upon  the  first  end  of  the  beta-kanda  the  shape 
of  anduwa  (pair  of  pincers)  is  drawn  on  the  paddy  with  the 
corner  of  the  winnow,  and  at  the  other  end  a  trident  ( sulama 
tri-siila  ma )  is  drawn  with  the  same  corner  of  the  winnow.,1; 
Then  taking  the  measure  (laha  goyiyd)  into  his  hands,  the-” 
cultivator  goes  to  the  place  where  the  rahiya,  or  heap  of 
paddy,  was  and  bows  three  times,  and  from  there  to  the  first',' 
end  of  the  beta-kandu,  where  he  again  bows  three  times,  and.  . 
hence  to  the  other  end,  bowing  three  times  finally. 

When  this  is  over,  holding  the  measure  with  one  hand  so- 
;o  just  touch  the  paddy  in  the  beta-kanda,  and  taking  a  y 
ldful  of  paddy7  in  the  other  hand,  he  drops  a  few  grainfe 
an  the  laha  measure  whilst  carrying  it  round  the  beta-kanda •• 
m  the  first  end  (beta-ydllanawa ;  andun-nawanawa).  ; 
When  this  is  finished  he  cuts  a  passage  with  the  goyi-UUa 
through  the  centre  of  the  beta-kanda  and  through  it  throws • 
bol-atta,  man-atta,  por&lella,  katu-atta,  ukuniis&tta,  ashes, 
and  v'ater,  from  the  outside  ;  then  passing  through,  he  bows 
three  times  on  either  side  of  the  passage  through  the  beta-t. 
kanda,  and  further  three  times  at  each  end  of  it,  and  commences 
to  measure  the  paddy.  Going  to  the  first  end  of  the  beta- 
kanda  a  laha  of  paddy  is  measured  and  covered  up  with  the 
winnow  so  that  its  broad  part  may  touch  the  beta-Jcanda. 
Leaving  it  there  he  again  sweeps  the  kamata.  After  that 
the  laha  measure  of  paddy  is  uncovered  and  set  apart  for 
the  gods  (deyiyanta-tiyanawd)  and  the  remaining  paddy  is- 
measured  and  heaped  up. 


